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$ fom Eft Genus Homimum qui effe fe primos omnium rerum volunt, 
‘And = Nec funt : Hos confector. er. 





















































MONG ll the ill Qualities in Man- he dares not venture to fpeak it in his own Perfon; 

kind, I know none that makes a worfe but with a fine turn of hought applies it to his 

A Figure, than Exce/s of Vanity. °Tisdif- Mufe, Tis plain that Horace {aw ‘twas too much to 
9s newlli agreeable wherever we meet with it; taketo himfelf: They muft have great Modefty and 
id havea but no where fo much as in a Writer. Judgment; who, afrer this, can chule it for their 
Bs little extempore Conceitednefs may be endur’d ; Motto, never heard of any bur one Scholar and the 
Bat a meditating lucubrating Fop is intolerable. A Tatler, that cou'd think ic became ‘em. Men that 
“11M. agiain Coxcomb in Company may, under good Ma- have this Satisfaction in their own Merit, wou'd en- 
them) Mmmgement, be made diverting for a quarter of an joy it with more quiet, if they did not provoke Peo- 
bem ly: | our; and a vain Officer in anArmy, may have ple to difturb them ; but the Itch of being very Abu- 
ever gy the luck to fucceed in fome rath Enterprize: In {uch five is almoft infeparable from Vain-Glery. Tully has 
viel @\ Wales as thele it often falls out, that Something % pro- thefe two Faults in fo high a degree, that nothing 
ov'd b: lime’ out of Nothing Nay, Ihave known one of but his being the beft Writer in the World, can make 
ers an, | Wige(e Thrafe’s, celebrated by a, judicious Author for a aimends for them: And yet the Tar/er in his Paper of 
dal. lero, . and propos’d as a Pattern of Milirary Virtue September 26- has out-done him in Both ; he {peaks 
——* the Men of.Arms: Bur the fame Spirit of Vanity, of himfelf with more Arrogance, and with more In- 
ny hu» " Wiar made this Gentleman pafs with fome fora Hero, folence of others, | 
Villian Wind never make him pals with any fora Peet. An _ Firft, he fers himfelf out as a Noble Creature that 
nd, an thor cannot take a furer way of leffening the Re- #, as it were, the Bafis and Support of Multitude: : 
ne Foul ation of his Performances, than by over-valuing Meaning, I fuppofe, Fobn Nutt, Fobn Morphew, 
jiamen; @bem. But little Writers are betray'd into this Folly, Charles Lilly, eee This indeed is very grear; but 
Fidelity iy an indifcreet Imitation of Great Ones; They it often happens, that Supporters, which have {uch a 
f fteady Bhar are acquainted with my Lord Bacon's Effays will Weight upon them, are {carce able to fupporr them- 
Curch, “SgaGly pardon him for faying, He conceives they will f{elves, 1 am in no Critical Humour at prefent; or 
Janove. fat as long as Books laft- They that read the Epifode elfe I thould ask him, what fort of Baj/s itis that 
itlemen Of Ni/ws and Euryalus, would give Virgil leave to boaft, Supports fomething below it,as I take an Inferior to be ? 
. I know he will have recourfe again to his /2ving Ex- 
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— Nulla dies unquam memori vos eximet.evo ; preffion, that did him fome Service once before, and 
> = Dum Domus Anee Capitoli immobile faxum tell me, that he does nor call it a Ba/is, but a Bafis 
T S. = Accolet, imperiumg; Pater Romanus babebit. agit Were: And this will, as it were, be as good 


And yet he modeftly introduces it with as writing correctly : Tho’ in this Paper he does not 


and in § say bee much to vd at m8. correct, as copious. 
es, be © » ous : ; e is fo intent upon being fometbing Extraordinar 
ind Sia 5h gine wen aerniee pean that he fcarce knows what he would be ; and is 73 
? BIG riters of the firt Rank, in Works defign’d for Erer- fruitful in his Similes, as a Brother of his whom I 
Part |. ity, may be allow'd to have a due Senfe of their lately took notice of. In the compals of a few Lines 
rice 1) wn Excellencies: But for a weekly Retailer of loofe he compares himfelf to a Fox,to Danie! Burge/s,to the 
ae a apers, one of which is ftill dying before the nextis Kwight of the Red Crofs, 16 an Oak with Ivy about it, 
church © orn, to affume the fame Privilege, is perfectly ridicue and to a Great. Man with an Equipage: But at lat 
«phe ous. I muft obferve farther, That the Ancients (Iwith he rifes in his Images, and nothing will fatisfie him, 
4 Edition aa coud fay a Modern too, whom I am by and by to bur the Sun. He has taken, it feems, the Device of 
oners-b6' amine) where they are guilty of this Oftentation, the King of France, and, 1 fuppofe, “cwill nor be 
‘ em fenfible of the rifque they run, and take pains long before he has his Morto too, 
of tht "@ign thofe very places to excel, and to out-write them- ae ee 
a@ Aves; elves. That Vain Epiftle of Tully to Lucceius, is Nee pluribus impar. 
ey oF ey, aummpne of che beft in the whole Collection. And the And truly ‘twill fuic well h. if thot 
1 from th | 70 laft Odes of the 2d and 3d Books of Horace,where ‘, ee ee ee reap » Af thofe he bas to 
io ate promifes himfelf Fame and Immortality, are eal with, are what he in his great Civility and good 
iam Tet” rought up with exquifite Skill and Care: And yet Breeding, reprefents them, Owls, Bars, Fleas, Lice, 
wing an hen bb Comer. Vermin, {mall Wits, Scriblers, .Niblers, (3c. Afcer 


Twelvesiil this Lift of Names, I was furpriz'd to hear him fay, 
y pear sit 7 ——* Sume Superliam That be bas hitherto kept bis Temper. pretty weil. I 
yard, Quefitam meritis; Wonder how hé will wrire, when he has loft his 

Temper. 
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Temper. I fuppofe, as be now is very angry and 
unmannerly, be will then be exceeding courteous 
and good-humour'd. 

{ had a Curiofiry to know where his Apartment 
was on the 25th of September, when he talk'd fo 
much of Fleas, and Lice, and Vermin;, or what place 
cou'd fill his Head with fuch Ideas. I have heard 
fome Criticks fay that Lee cou'd have writ his Con- 
fiantine no where but in Bed/am ; and that ‘twas eafy 
to difcover a Scene in Otway, that {melt of the Spung- 
ing-Honfe. But 1 forbore this Inquiry, and went on 
to the next Simile which he honours himfelf with: 
His Antagonifis, he fays, are like a great Man's Equi- 
page, who do Honour to the Perfon on whom they Feed. 

his isfomething more geniiie: fam glad he has an 
Equipage that gratifies his Vanity: But there is an 
Equipage chat does no great Honour to the Perfon om 
whom they Feed. \have heard of a certain Illuftrious 
Perfon, who having a Guard du Corps, that forcd 
their Atcendance upon him, put them into a Livery, 
and maintain’d them as his Servants: Thus anfwer- 
ing that famous Queftion, 


Quis Cuftodics ipfos Cuftodes ? 


For he, I think, might properly be {aid to keep his 
Keepers, in Englifh at leaft, if not in Latin. If you 
intend, Mr. Tae/er, to keep your Attendants, you 
muft be a liuie more punctual in your Payments : 
‘They complain that they have nothing to feed upon, 
and are in great danger of Starving. 

You gave them your Word long fince, that you 
wou'd begin to be Witty. in OBober ; and in this mo- 
deft Effay upon your felf, that lics beforeme, you 
promife to Shine. ~I have heard fome that have wait- 
ed upon you this Fortnight, fay, they no more can 
perceive any Sparks of Wit or Light to break from 
you, than they did when you was Dull by Defign. 

[ feldom read fuch idle Papers: The flaming one 
with Quefitam merits, &c. in the Front, fell into my 
nage by chance ; but — there that you oe fo 

u excelling and fhining, I was tem to 
lgok wg whac m have welt dace: and has 
quite curd my Curiofity for the future. 

When I read your Account of the Piliion, drawn 
out into two Pages, how tedious, thoughcI, are old 
Men in telling old Stories; and how much betrer 
was this told by Mrs. Andrea Polbill at her Maid’s 
Wedding ? 

Lbop'd, as you did, that your Friend the Upho/fterer 
had been Dead : He was of a very low Character at 
firft ; but after we had had his Company fo often, a 
long Letter from him was extremely infipid. 

1 peras'd your Hiftory of Fofephb. Do you in- 
tend to go through the O/d Tcffament ? If you do, 
let me recommend a Book that may be of ufe to you: 
I found Blome’s Hiftory of the Bible in my Maid’s 
Hand, and rurn’d to the Story of Fofeph: He tells 
it more pathetically than you do, and gives us a pretty 
Picture of it befides. 

If you fhine on at this rate, your Antagonifts, as 
you call ‘em, are fafe; yon'l /corch nothing but Tur- 
kies and Capons. 

You paler’ a Stanza or two out of the Red- 
Crofs Knight, that did not fuit your Performances 
fo well, as another Paflage of Spencer’s that I refer 
you fo. 


Tée Gentle Ufber VANITY by Name, 


whom you have chofen for your Guide, will thow 
you the way to a Houfe thus defcrib’d: 


- A fhately Palace buile of fquared Brick, 
Which cunningly was without Mortar laid ; 


- 


Whofe Walls were high, but nothing ftrong nor thick, 
And golden foil all over them difplay'd. 

It was a goodly Heap for to be bebold, 

But full great pity that fo fair a Mold, 

Did on fo weak Foundation ever fit? 

For ona fandy Hith that ftill did flit 

And fall away, it mounted was full bigh, 
That evry breath of Heaven fhaked it. 

Great Troops of People travell'd thither-ward, 
Both day and night, of cach degree and place; 
But few returned, having fcaped bard, 

ith baleful Beggary, or foul Difgrace. 
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